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For IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

   

Grumbling Gryphons to perform Anansi-The 

Trickster Spider 

At Geer Village on Monday, March 24
th

 at 

11:00 a.m. with children from Canaan Child Care 

Center performing in the show 

 

The Canaan Child Care Center will be sponsoring a special Grumbling 

Gryphons performance of Anansi-The Trickster Spider: A West African 

Folktale at Geer Village, in Canaan, on Monday, March 24
th

 at 11:00 a.m.  
Leslie Elias-storyteller, actress and director of Grumbling Gryphons Traveling 
Children's Theater with her troupe, will present a participatory performance 
involving children from the Canaan Child Care Center as well as children and 
adults who attend the show. Children from Canaan Child Care Center will work in 
advance of the Geer Village performance with director Leslie Elias in preparation 
for their dramatic roles in the play. They will make spider puppets, lion and other 
jungle masks. On Friday, March 14

th
, the children will learn songs and chants and 

practice their parts for their special performance at Geer Village.  
This original dramatic adaptation of the well known folktale of Anansi - The 
Trickster Spider by Elias, tells how Anansi, with the aid of the children in the 
audience, tricks the various animals of the jungle and retrieves the stolen stories of 
the world from Nyame, the greedy Sky God. During the show, children take part 
by acting, singing, chanting and playing such roles as spiders, hippos, bees, 
monkeys and various jungle animals.  
Ellen Moon of Cornwall Bridge, CT created the costumes and scenery. Pianist and 
musical director Dale Adams from Harwinton adds musical accompaniment to the 
show. Julius Reese from NYC will perform in the featured role as Anansi. Lindsay 
DeWinkeleer of Pittsfield, MA will perform the comedic roles of Monkey and 
Zebra. Johnny Segalla of Great Barrington, MA will play the role of Nyame -The 
Sky God and Giraffe. Matt Russell of Washington, CT will perform as The Lion 
Cub and Hip-Bee. Leslie Elias of West Cornwall, will play the roles of Queen Bee, 
Crocodile and Lion.  
This show been performed throughout the U.S. and abroad at schools, festivals, 
and museums, including a week long residency at The American Museum of 
Natural History in New York City for Black History Month. This is a second 
performance in an interactive dramatic series presented at Geer by Grumbling 
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Gryphons. In the fall of 2013, The Gryphons performed Trickster Coyote Shares 
the Fire: A Plains Indian Tale.  
 
 
 
Leslie Elias is a playwright, actress, storyteller and theater director who has been 
teaching drama in schools, theaters and public venues for over 35 years.  In the 
winter of 2011 she was recognized as a Master Teaching Artist in the state of 
Connecticut. Ms. Elias directs an annual theater arts summer camp in Cornwall, 
CT and has been an Artist-in-Residence in many schools throughout the United 
States.  As a playwright, Ms. Elias has authored numerous plays based on history, 
myth and folk legends from around the world. Leslie Elias brought stories to 
children throughout the world, including children of Chernobyl victims in 
hospitals in Kiev, Ukraine.  Grumbling Gryphons is celebrating their 34th year and 
are the winners of the Connecticut Commission on the Arts For more info contact 
Director-Fran Chapelle at Canaan Child Care Center (860-824-0597) or Scott 
Zbell at 860- 824- 2637, or Leslie Elias of Grumbling Gryphons at 860-672-0286. 
 
 


